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The Paramount Acting Company (PAC), the City of Burlington/Department of Recreation and Parks community theater, has announced plans for the production of a new play, Wyatt Outlaw. Performance dates are January 7-10, 2016 at The Paramount Theater.

Wyatt Outlaw, based on true events occurring in Alamance County during Reconstruction, tells the story of a former slave and Union cavalry soldier who returns to his home in Graham after the American Civil War. He gets involved in politics and comes to the attention of Governor William W. Holden, who appoints Outlaw one of five town commissioners in Graham. 

The appointment, coming in 1868, causes outrage in the white community and concerns among the county’s freedmen, some of whom are suspicious of Wyatt’s appeals for change through the law and the ballot, as opposed to violence and intimidation. Despite a curfew ordered by Outlaw and the other commissioners, a local Klan-like group announces a midnight demonstration in Graham. During the ride through the town, shots are fired at the demonstrators.

The reaction to the incident leads to what one noted historian has called, “the second most important event in Alamance County history, after the Battle of Alamance.” However, until recently, it has been almost unheard of by many county residents.

“I was born and raised in Alamance County and attended Burlington City Schools,” Wright said. “Yet, I was over sixty years old before I heard the story. There was a time when Wyatt’s story was actively distorted and eventually suppressed.”

Wright says the play has been in the works since at least 2012.

“My friend and local historian, Walter Boyd, brought me material on Wyatt, saying it might make a good play. I read his meticulous research and was stunned. Walter was absolutely right. The story is tailor-made for the stage.” Wright added, “This is a heavily dramatic play and not an historical pageant.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Greensboro actor Nicholas Johnson will portray Wyatt Outlaw in the PAC production, the eighth world-premiere work to be developed by the Recreation Department’s community theatre group.  

Performances January 7 through 9  will be at 8PM, with a Sunday matinee on January 10 at 3PM. Tickets will be $15 for general admission, $12 for students, seniors and groups of ten or more, and $11 for groups of twenty or more. Credit card reservations can be made at 336.222.8497. The Box Office is open Monday through Saturday from 12-3PM and one hour prior to curtain. 

The Paramount Theater, the City of Burlington’s performing arts and multipurpose center, is located at 128 E. Front Street in downtown Burlington.

The Showplace of Alamance County since 1928!
