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Tom Liebel, FAIA - Team Leader
As one of the first 25 LEED Accredited Professionals in the 
country, Tom Liebel, FAIA, LEED Fellow has been involved 
in integrating sustainable design principles into a variety 
of ground-breaking adaptive use and historic preservation 
projects over the past twenty years. Projects Tom has worked 
on have received multiple local, state and national awards 
for design, smart growth, sustainable design and historic 

preservation. Author, critic and mentor, Tom has consulted on green projects nationally 
and internationally and has recently authored a chapter on sustainable design 
for the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street Program publication, 
Revitalizing Main Street: A Practitioner’s Guide to Comprehensive Commercial District 
Revitalization, as well as Industrial Baltimore, an illustrated history of Baltimore’s 
industrial legacy. Tom currently serves as chair of Baltimore City’s Commission on 
Historical and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) and previously was chair of the 
Maryland Green Building Council.

Terry Ammons, AIA – Petersburg, VA
Terry Ammons, the Principal of StudioAmmons, is a 1987 
architectural graduate of Virginia Tech and has worked for 
over 28 years in the architecture and museum fields working 
on museums throughout the U.S. and Europe. His recent 
interpretive designs at Sailor’s Creek Battlefield and several 
Virginia state parks have won plaudits across the state. He 
also provided award winning restoration and exhibit design 

for the recently completed Robert Russa Moton Museum, the national center for the 
study of Civil Rights in Education and has recently provided planning and design 
services to such nationally recognized museums as Wyoming’s National Museum of 
Wildlife Art and the Chrysler Museum in Norfolk, Virginia.

Terry DeWitt, AIA, ASAI –Memphis, TN
Terry  DeWitt  is  a  retired  architect  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  
Before  his  retirement  he  was principal  at  Hnedak  Bobo  
Group  in  Memphis.  He  established  his  Architectural  
Rendering  practice  in  2003. He  brings  25  years  of  product  
design  experience  in  the  metal building industry and 
20 years as an architect as well as being an accomplished 
illustrator and artist. Terry is a 1982 graduate of the University 

of Memphis Architectural Technology program and studied at the Universities of 
Illinois and Kansas. He is a long time member of AIA and ASAI. Terry brings experience 
working as the project manager for the renovation and redesign of the Memphis Main 
Street Mall and other large and small projects which included research, planning, 
meeting with civic groups, retailers,  and  communication  with  multiple  disciplines  

during  design  and  construction.  Terry  has  used  his  illustration  experience  in  
design  charrettes  and  planning  studies  including  working  with  architectural  firms  
in  Florida  in  the  communities  of  Sarasota  and  Cape  Coral,  as  well  as  a  planning  
study  in  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  Terry  has been an active participant in AIA since 
1978 serving as President of the Memphis Chapter of AIA in 1992 and President of AIA 
Tennessee in 1999.

Chris Harrell – Louisville, KY
Chris Harrell is one of the Team Leaders on the US EPA 
Brownfields Community Benefits Assessment Project with 
the University of Louisville’s Center for Environmental 
Policy and Management (CEPM). Harrell is also the Founder 
and Principal of Lazarus Group LLC, a firm engaged in 
crafting redevelopment strategies for distressed properties, 
corridors, and communities. In 2013 Harrell joined three 

other concerned citizens to found the Civic Data Alliance, an advocacy and action 
group of volunteers devoted to freeing public data, and using open data for the 
public good. From April 2004 until August, 2011 Harrell managed distressed property 
redevelopment efforts as Brownfield Redevelopment Coordinator for the City of 
Indianapolis’ Department of Metropolitan Development. Harrell’s educational 
background includes graduate degrees in both law and public policy. Harrell received 
his JD and MPA from Indiana University – Bloomington, and his AB from Wabash 
College. Along with his background in the public sector with the City of Indianapolis, 
Harrell has also worked for the Slovene Ministry of Finance in Ljubljana, and the 
Planning Department for the City of Bloomington, Indiana. Harrell’s previous private 
sector experience included managing projects at two environmental consulting firms 
in Louisville, KY. Recent areas of special focus include: historic preservation of distressed 
properties through market rate redevelopment; linking comprehensive community 
development efforts and sustainability in urban core communities; creating mobile 
device based applications for collecting, analyzing and mapping hyper-local data 
in community-wide efforts; using data to clarify priorities for community economic 
development initiatives; and driving towards “Safer Soils” protocols for urban infill lots 
and brownfields for reuse in urban farming efforts.

Dominic Wiker – Baltimore, MD
Dominic Wiker is real estate development professional with 
over 15 years of experience in managing large-scale urban 
development projects.  As the Vice President and Director 
of Development for the Baltimore based Washington Place 
Equities (WPE), Dominic is responsible for overseeing the 
company’s development activities.  In recent years he oversaw 
the development of highly successful multifamily projects 

such as 520 Park, 500 Park and the Fox Building along with the locally groundbreaking 
Mount Vernon Marketplace artisanal food hall. As WPE’s footprint grows, Dominic is 
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currently managing mixed-use projects in Lancaster, PA and Wilmington, DE.  Prior 
to working with the WPE, he managed the development of McHenry Row, a $150 
million mixed-use project in Baltimore’s Locust Point neighborhood and was a Senior 
Development Director with Struever Bros. Eccles & Rouse overseeing such urban 
in-fill, mixed use projects as 1209 North Charles, Village Lofts and Johns Hopkins’ $80 
million Charles Commons. Dominic received a Bachelor’s degree from Johns Hopkins 
University and a Master’s degree in urban policy and planning from Carnegie Mellon 
University’s H. John Heinz School. Dominic and his family live in the historic Baltimore 
neighborhood of Federal Hill.

Joel Mills
Joel Mills is Senior Director of the American Institute of Architects’ Center for 
Communities by Design. The Center is a leading provider of pro bono technical 
assistance and democratic design for community success. Its programs have catalyzed 
billions of dollars in sustainable development across the country, helping to create 
some of the most vibrant places in America today. The Center’s design assistance 
process has been recognized with numerous awards and has been replicated and 
adapted across the world. Joel’s 24-year career has been focused on strengthening 
civic capacity and civic institutions around the world. This work has helped millions 
of people participate in democratic processes, visioning efforts, and community 
planning initiatives across four continents. In the United States, Joel has worked with 
over 100 communities, leading participatory processes that facilitated community-
generated strategies for success. His past work has been featured in over 1,000 media 
stories, including ABC World News Tonight, Nightline, CNN, The Next American City, 
The National Civic Review, The Washington Post, and dozens of other sources. He has 
served on numerous expert working groups, boards, juries, and panels focused on 
civic discourse and participation, sustainability, and design. He has also spoken at 
dozens of national and international conferences and events, including the Remaking 
Cities Congress, the World Eco-City Summit, the Global Democracy Conference, the 
National Conference on Citizenship, and many others.

Erin Simmons
Erin Simmons is the Senior Director of Design Assistance at the Center for 
Communities by Design at the American Institute of Architects in Washington, DC. 
The Center is a leading provider of pro bono technical assistance and participatory 
planning for community revitalization. Through its design assistance programs, the 
AIA has worked in over 250 communities across 47 states, and has been the recipient 
of numerous awards including “Organization of the Year” by the International 
Association for Public Participation (IAP2) and the “Outstanding Program Award” 
from the Community Development Society. Erin is a leading practitioner of the 
design assistance process, providing expertise, facilitation, and support for the 
Center’s Sustainable Design Assistance Team (SDAT) and Regional and Urban Design 
Assistance Team (R/UDAT ) programs. In this capacity, she works with AIA components, 
members, partner organizations and community leaders to provide technical design 

assistance to communities across the country. Her portfolio includes work in over 100 
communities across the United States. A frequent lecturer on the subject of creating 
livable communities and sustainability, Erin contributed to the publication “Assessing 
Sustainability: A guide for Local Governments”. Prior to joining the AIA, Erin worked 
as historic preservationist and architectural historian for an environmental and 
engineering firm, where she practiced preservation planning, created historic district 
design guidelines and zoning ordinances, and conducted historic resource surveys. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Florida State University and a 
Master’s degree in Historic Preservation from the University of Georgia.
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