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WHY HALLOWEEN FIREWORKS?
“Why Halloween fireworks?” is a question that is asked in Burlington
every year. New residents are often quite confused when they hear about
our unique Burlington tradition. This tradition actually goes back to the
1950’s. During that era, Halloween “Trick or Treat” was very popular. Just
as today, the younger children were out knocking on doors to get candy.
However, some of the older kids were out looking for tricks instead of
treats and pulled pranks on Halloween. These tricks were mild in nature
but brought to light the lack of activities in the community at Halloween.
Two wonderful community leaders, Roma Fortune, our fire chief at the
time, and Hobart Steele, a passionate community leader,
came up with the idea of shooting fireworks in
City Park on Halloween night to give people a place to gather.

1950’s Times-News Photos
Photo Credit: Ed McCauley

The History of A Unique Tradition

GET SPOOKY WITH IT Burlington’s Best
2016 Halloween Events

The first event was small and done with little budget and expertise,
mostly consisting of Roman candles and other small items bought at a
roadside stand. But, the show was just enough to spark the interest of
the community. The second year, Hobart hired a professional fireworks
company out of New Castle, PA owned by Tony Vitale, to produce the
show.

SPOOKTACULAR October 28 Downtown Burlington 3-5pm
Children twelve and under are invited to walk in this year’s costume parade.
Parade participants will lineup on the lawn of the Municipal Building from
2:15pm – 2:55pm. The parade begins at 3pm with live music leading the
fun through downtown. The parade will end at the Historic Depot.
Trick-or-treating downtown will take place from 3:30pm – 5pm. Look for the
orange and black balloons marking this year’s locations. A map will be
provided at the event.

The second show was a huge success with both aerial fireworks and “set
pieces” on the #1 ball field. They were on wooden frames shaped as
Halloween characters and intricate moving scenes. The set pieces were
very popular, with an annual appearance of a jack-o-lantern, flying
witch, a wishing fountain, a Roman battery and six gun salute. The set
pieces are no longer used due to safety restrictions, but remain in the
memories of many Burlington residents.

DARK IN THE PARK October 29 Burlington City Park 5-8pm
Come out and ride the amusement rides, enter the costume contest, play
carnival games presented by local non-profit groups, and enjoy an evening
of Halloween fun at City Park on Saturday, October 29th. Walk over to Field
#1 for the costume contest (5:00pm). At 8pm turn your eyes to the sky for
the annual aerial Halloween Fireworks show.

Fireworks technology has evolved and every year staff works to improve
the show and features. The event has grown to be a Halloween tradition
in Burlington. It is now called Dark in the Park, taking place the
Saturday before Halloween, and draws thousands of spectators. Hobart,
Roma, and our Recreation and Parks director at the time of the events
inception, Joe Davidson, would be proud of what they started long ago.

SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRUNK OR TREAT October 26 Thataways 6 -7PM
Join us for this free and fun event designed for children & adults with
special needs. Wear your costume and come have fun with us! If you want to
volunteer to help with this event call the Recreation Department.

Contact Recreation and Parks at
336.222.5030 or www.btowneventsnc.com for more info.
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MOSQUITO PREVENTION Keeping You

MEET A NEW FRIEND & KEEP YOURS
SAFE New Things at Animal Services

We have all had pesky mosquito bites, but now we have a greater health
concern. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has confirmed the presence of
the Zika Virus in many states, including North Carolina. The best protection
against the Zika Virus is to eliminate standing water around your home.
Mosquitoes need stagnant or slow moving water to lay their eggs which
hatch within 2 days. They then spend 5‐40 days in the water as larva before
maturing. Take a few minutes to look around your property and identify
potential mosquito breeding grounds. Get rid of items that hold water and
take note of areas in your yard or neighborhood which hold rain water for two
days or more. Combating mosquitoes is a community effort. Work with your
neighbors to identify and address potential breeding grounds.

CHECK OUT A DOG FOR THE DAY
Burlington Animal Services introduces it’s newest program. Stop by the
Animal Adoption Center between the hours of 8am & 2pm and check out a
pup. Show your ID and sign a waiver and take a friend to the park or on a
walk. Call (336) 578-0343 for more information.

and Your Family Safe

FINDING ROVER
Seven Million dogs are lost each year. Let's bring 'em all home. Keep your
dog safe with Finding Rover, the revolutionary facial recognition mobile app.
It's free to download this technology, you can scan the unique features of
your dog's face in case he or she ever gets lost. Learn more at
http://www.findingrover.com

Make sure to maintain your gutters and keep them clear of leaves and other
debris. Peak mosquito hours are from dusk to dawn. Take extra care to use
bug repellent and protective clothing during these hours. For more
information, visit the CDC website at www.cdc.gov.
Stormwater management practices are often blamed for large numbers of
mosquitoes, because the facilities contain rainfall runoff. Any ponded
waters, such as constructed stormwater management facilities (detention
areas, storm sewers, and stormwater ditches), have the potential to provide
a habitat that can foster mosquito reproduction. However, stormwater
management is crucial to protect our environment and downstream
properties in our city. When designed and maintained correctly, these
facilities such as rain gardens, wetlands, rain barrels, buffers and native
plants can reduce the amount of standing water in your yard. The City’s
Stormwater Division has an inspection and maintenance program in place
that enforces routine maintenance practices to prevent mosquito habitats
and reproduction.
For more information about the Stormwater Divisions programs and
procedures or to request the stormwater staff to investigate areas of concern
related to possible mosquito breeding habitats, please contact Chester
Patterson at (336) 222-5140 or email at stormwater@ci.burlington.nc.us.

KEEP THE KIDDOS SAFE Four Out of
Five Car Seats are Installed Incorrectly

Burlington Fire and Police Departments are hosting a car seat safety check
and installation assistance event. There will be two locations on September
24, 2016: from 9am-11am at the WAL-MART on Graham Hopedale Rd and
from 1pm-3pm at the Holly Hill Mall. Come and learn the importance of a
correctly installed child safety seat and learn how to correctly install the
seat. Through this process we hope to give you the confidence and
assurance that you too can install a seat correctly. If you have any questions
please contact Captain Jay Mebane at (336)229-3132.

FALL INTO TENNIS Meet the Pro
HIGH GRASS Let us Know if it is Over 12”
The best way to let the city know about non-emergency
concerns you have in your neighborhood is through
Burlington Connected. These concerns often include:
house/yard property issues, streets/sidewalks, high
grass, graffiti, illegal burning and others. Burlington
Connected Program :
1. www.burlingtonnc.gov/Burlington-Connected
by searching “Burlington Connected”
2. Download the mobile app. to report a concern
3. Call (336) 222-5024

The Burlington Tennis Center (BTC) is pleased to have Coach John B. Walton
as Tennis Director. A life-long resident of Burlington, he graduated from
Williams High and Elon University, where he was the women’s tennis coach.
He is a certified United States Professional Tennis Association coach and
player. Walton currently competes professionally in US Tennis Association
tournaments as a highly ranked professional. He is also the recipient of
multiple USTA awards, including the Education Merit Award and Tennis
Professional of the Year. Coach Walton has been a mentor in our community
to generations of tennis lovers. He fosters enthusiasm in people of all ages
through his constant work at BTC: lessons, camps, clinics, leagues,
tournaments, and programs for our area. He works with the Alamance Junior
Tennis Foundation hosting tournaments for high school and college players
here at BTC. Many of Coach Walton’s students have competed at the college
level. His love for the sport is contagious! Visit BTC and catch tennis fever.

2 01 6 - 2 0 1 7 L O O S E LE A F COLLE CTI ON S CH EDU LE
ZONE 1
Oct.17th-Oct. 21st
Oct. 31st-Nov. 4th
Nov. 28th-Dec. 2nd
Jan. 3rd-Jan.6th

ZONE 2
Oct. 17th-Oct. 21st
Oct. 31st-Nov. 4th
Dec. 5th-Dec. 9th
Jan. 9th-Jan. 13th

ZONE 3
Oct. 24th-Oct. 28th
Nov. 7th-Nov. 11th
Dec. 12th-Dec. 16th
Jan. 17th –Jan. 20th

ZONE 4
Oct. 24th –Oct. 28th
Nov. 14th –Nov.18th
Dec. 19th –Dec. 22nd
Jan. 23rd-Jan. 27th

PUT THIS ON
YOUR FRIDGE!

As autumn arrives and the leaves begin to fall,the map above will help you know when to prepare your leaves for pick-up.
HERE IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
1. Prepare your leaves for collection by 7am on the Monday of your scheduled
week.
2. Loose leaves should be piled behind the curb, or on the shoulder of streets
without curb & gutter, by 7am on the Monday of the scheduled week of
collection.
3. Do not pile leaves in the street, in drainage ditches, or over water meters.
4. Do not park in front of or on leaf piles.
5. Leaves cannot contain gravel, limbs, glass or other solid debris.
6. Should you require more frequent leaf collection, you may place leaves in your
yard waste container (no more than a 32 gallon container weighing less than
50lbs), or in clear plastic bags (weighing less than 50lbs) for collection on your
regular trash day.
7. Leaves can be collected on a “convenience schedule” during the month of
February by calling (336) 222-5005 to schedule a collection.
More information and interactive mapping can be found at
www.BurlingtonNC.gov/LeafCollection. Please call the Public Works Department
at 222-5005 or the Cemetery and Grounds Division at (336) 222-5077 with
questions or for clarifications related to leaf collection.
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NOVEMBER

1
14
15
19
24-25
28

City Council Meeting 7PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
City Council Work Session 5PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
City Council Meeting 7PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
Christmas Parade 10AM @ Downtown
Thanksgiving Closure Administrative Offices
Planning & Zoning Commission 7PM @ Municipal Building Council Chambers

EVENTS

8
11
14
15

Downtown Farmer's Market 8AM - NOON @ Corner of S. Spring St. and E. Front St.
Free Electronic Waste Recycling Event 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM @ Public Works Parking Lot
Rabies and Microchip Clinic 9-11AM @ 221 Stone Quarry Rd. Haw River
City Council Work Session 5PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
North Park Farmers Market 3PM - 6PM @ North Park
City Council Meeting 7PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
Downtown Farmer's Market 8AM - NOON @ Corner of S. Spring St. and E. Front St.
North Park Farmers Market 3PM - 6PM @ North Park
Trip to AllaFlutters Butterfly Farm - Special Populations 12:30pm (pre-register)
Downtown Farmer's Market 8AM - NOON @ Corner of S. Spring St. and E. Front St.
Household Hazardous Waste 8am-1pm Fire Training Center 100 Stone Quarry Rd.
North Park Farmers Market 3PM - 6PM @ North Park
City Council Meeting 7PM @ Burlington Municipal Building
Special Populations Dinner Club 5:30pm @ Fired Up Pizza (pre-register)
Downtown Farmer's Market 8AM - NOON @ Corner of S. Spring St. and E. Front St.
Planning & Zoning Commission 7PM @ Municipal Building Council Chambers
North Park Farmers Market 3PM - 6PM @ North Park
Downtown Spooktacular 3PM @ Downtown
Downtown Farmer's Market 8AM - NOON @ Corner of S. Spring St. and E. Front St.
Dark in the Park 5 - 8PM @ City Park

UPCOMING

OCTOBER

Dates and times are subject to change
Go to BurlingtonNC.gov/calendar.aspx
for most current events.

STAY
CONNECTED

COBNC
You

BurlingtonNC Tube
Burlington’s NotifyMe system is the
easiest way to stay connected to the
City of Burlington. You can receive
messages by email, voice message
or text message. Sign up Online or
by calling (336) 222.5076.
BurlingtonNC.gov/NotifyMe

November 2, 1959
ROCKET EXPERTS’ CONSULT - Burlington’s two “rocket experts”, Tony Vitale, left and Hobart
Steele, confer here about chances of “hitting the moon” tonight with their space rocket. They are
more concerned about the weather than matter of fuel or thrust, as their “moon shot” planned for
Saturday night was postponed due to weather. The moon rocket will be the feature of tonight’s
annual Halloween fireworks display, delayed from Saturday by rain. the fireworks will be shot
at 8:30 o’clock. (Times-News Photo by Ed McCauley)

